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The Natural Gas STAR Program is a
voluntary partnership that encourages
companies across the natural gas and oil
industries to adopt cost-effective
technologies and practices that improve
operational efficiency and reduce
emissions of methane.

The U.S. natural gas system
encompasses hundreds of thousands of
wells, hundreds of processing facilities,
and over a million miles of transmission
and distribution pipeline. All industry
sectors, including gas production,
processing, transmission, and
distribution emit methane to the
atmosphere to varying degrees. Methane
emissions are generally process-related,
with normal operations, routine
maintenance, and system upsets being
the primary contributors. In 2000, natural
gas systems emitted an estimated 116.4
Tg CO, equivalent of methane.
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